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Number three, What’s that going to
mean? It means it’s going to be tough
to get jobs in northwest Ohio, north-
central Ohio, and people are having a
tough time right now because we have
a manufacturing district. If we don’t
have those jobs and we don’t have that
electricity that we can turn on in the
morning, make sure that those plants
can run, we’re not going to have people
working.

It’s not like it’s just going to affect
the folks on the industrial side and the
manufacturing side. As I said, I also
have the largest agricultural district in
the State of Ohio. And one of the
things that’s tough out there is there
are a lot of farmers in my district that
not only farm full time, but they have
a job also full time off the farm, and
they have to balance the two together.
They’re working long, long hours, espe-
cially if they’re on the livestock side.
So these folks are worried about not
only having to turn on the energy at
the workplace but also the workplace
on the farm.

And as we’ve seen some of these num-
bers being calculated as to what it
might cost for a family of four with
cap-and-tax, you’re talking about in
some cases right off the bat, $1,500 ad-
ditional for a family of four and all the
way up in the out-years being cal-
culated at up to $4,800.

Let’s also put this in context of what
it’s going to do on the farm income
side. It’s estimated by the Heritage
Foundation that by the year 2012
you’re going to see a drop of about $8
billion in farm income; in 2024, $25 bil-
lion; and in 2025, $50 billion. So you’re
seeing decreases in farm income of 28,
60, and 94 percent respectively. You're
going to see a total decrease from 2010
to 2035 of 57 percent and a total de-
crease in the baseline for farm income
out there.

The question is, How is a farm going
to survive in this country? It’s going to
be tough. Ag construction costs are es-
timated, because of cap-and-tax,
they’re going to go up 10 percent by the
year 2034. By 2035—and here’s a real
tough one for farmers because of
course, everything you’re doing is out
there in the field—gas and diesel prices
are going to go up 58 percent; elec-
tricity costs on the farm, 90 percent.
So when you’re already out there
struggling right there to make a living
on the farm, it’s going to be very dif-
ficult with these numbers to do it.

Then we have to think about this.
Where are these young farmers going
to go? We're going to try to get more
younger people out on these farms, but
we all know right now equipment costs
are high. We all know that land prices
are high. But then when you add all
these costs up and you put these elec-
tricity costs and you put the energy
costs and you put the fertilizer costs
in, all these are all driven by energy
costs. It’s going to hit home real quick.
We're going to have fewer and fewer
people out on the farm. It’s estimated
we have less than 2 percent of Ameri-
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cans farming today, less than 2 per-
cent. In Ohio, it’s under 1 percent, but
they’re feeding us all, and we should be
thankful for them.

The co-ops in my district and across
not only my district but the State and
the country are very fearful about this.
These electric co-ops out there are wor-
ried because if they have to buy more
green energy, those costs would have
to be passed on to the end user. That’s
the farmer, the manufacturer, the sen-
ior, the family, and they are all wor-
ried about it.

But who’s our competition? You
know, last week, we had the Ag Sec-
retary before us in the Agriculture
Committee, and we asked questions
about China. And China is not going to
abide by cap-and-tax, and in fact, the
day that we had that hearing, they said
that they were not going to abide by
cap-and-tax. I would ask that this leg-
islation be defeated.

———

THE NEED FOR HEALTH CARE
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I rise in strong support of
long overdue health care reform. We’ve
been talking about health care reform
since the administration of Harry Tru-
man. It’s time for action.

Among the Jeffersonian rights enu-
merated in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the first was the right to
life. And yet, today, with health costs
spiraling out of control for millions of
Americans, that right to life becomes
more and more difficult to manage.

While the need for some level of re-
form is clear, whatever reform the Na-
tion agrees upon must respect the right
of the individual to continue to select
their own physician. Assisting some
Americans in accessing health care
must not come at the expense of re-
stricting health care access to others.
We cannot have a government-imposed
regime. We must respect people’s right
to maintain control over their current
health care access and health care in-
surance.

Having said that, America currently
has the most expensive health care sys-
tem in the world. In 2006, we ranked
first at 15.3 percent of our gross domes-
tic product in expenditures for health
care. Runner-up was Sweden with a so-
cialized health care system. It was at
11.3 percent.

On a per capita basis, we spend the
most in the world, $5,267 for every man,
woman, and child in America; and yet,
if you look at our outcomes, we are in
the middling ranks of industrialized
countries in terms of outcomes. We
rank 50th out of 224 Nations in the
world in terms of life expectancy. As a
Nation, we are spending more on
health care than everybody else, but
we’re not necessarily getting the out-
comes we need.

Our challenge is to make health care
costs obviously more affordable. A re-
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cent USA Today poll showed 21 percent
of Americans struggling with health
care costs, being able to manage it, sig-
nificantly up from what it would have
been a decade or 2 decades ago.

Those who currently have, and like
their existing health care coverage,
still nonetheless often lament the rap-
idly increasing costs of premiums and
recognize that we all pay a cost for
emergency room treatment for those
without health care coverage. In fact,
it is estimated that that costs every-
body $1,000 per capita per year because
of our fellow 46 million Americans who
lack health care coverage.

As we debate the various proposals,
Madam Speaker, for reforming health
care, I would like to propose five prin-
ciples that certainly will guide me and
I think many others as we move for-
ward various proposals.

The first is, every child in America
should have access to health care. No
child should go in this country without
having access to health care. We know
that, for example, a child without
health care who develops appendicitis
has five times a negative outcome in
terms of losing his or her life than a
child with health insurance. That’s un-
acceptable, it seems to me, as Ameri-
cans.

Secondly, nobody should be finan-
cially destroyed due to a catastrophic
illness. It’s challenging enough to com-
bat a deadly medical condition, but
tremendous expenses incurred can wipe
out a family’s savings and, indeed, cost
them their livelihood and their home.

Third, insurance companies should
not be allowed to cherry pick, and I'm
a proud cosponsor of a bill that would
prescribe that. The whole point of hav-
ing health care insurance is to share
the risk. Previous existing conditions
affect 45 percent of all Americans
today, and indeed, if we all live long
enough, every one of us is going to end
up with a previous existing medical
condition. The health insurance com-
panies shouldn’t be allow to disqualify
people in that case.

Fourth, we must respect the right of
our fellow citizens to choose the health
care insurance and provider they want.

Fifth, we must move toward uni-
versality of health care coverage. Ev-
eryone in America should have access
to health care in this wonderful coun-
try of ours.

Ultimately, we must address health
care reform for a number of reasons: to
provide broader coverage for those cur-
rently uninsured; to bring down the in-
creasingly difficult costs to businesses,
especially small businesses, families,
and sole proprietors; to reduce the
growing strain of health care costs on
our Nation’s deficit; and to improve
the overall health of our Nation.

Fiftieth place is nothing to be proud
of, Madam Speaker, and I hope all of
my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting a health care reform program
that will reposition America as a com-
petitive, successful, and healthy soci-
ety.
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WINE TO WATER CHANGES LIVES
AROUND THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, this re-
cession has been tough on my State of
North Carolina. With high unemploy-
ment haunting our State, it is easy to
lose sight of the inspiring stories of
many who continue to work hard at
doing good. One of those who com-
mitted to doing just that is Doc
Hendley, the founder of a North Caro-
lina nonprofit called Wine to Water
based in Boone in the heart of the High
Country.

Doc’s vision for this organization is
nothing short of inspiring. As a person
who grew up carrying water, I am par-
ticularly sensitive to this issue. Doc
started Wine to Water after doing some
water sanitation work in Darfur,
Sudan, with Samaritan’s Purse, an-
other exceptional relief organization
located in Boone, North Carolina. Wine
to Water was founded on the premise of
giving the more fortunate members of
our society an opportunity to bring
life-giving water to people without ac-
cess to clean drinking water around
the world.

Wine to Water, which takes its name
from the first miracle performed by
Jesus during his Earthly ministry,
took an otherwise everyday event like
a wine tasting and turned it on its
head. By using wine events to raise
money and awareness about the lack of
clean drinking water in the developing
world, Doc Hendley has harnessed a
powerful social force and multiplied
the generosity of many, including a
corps of dedicated ASU students who
volunteer with Wine to Water. Doc is,
in essence, turning wine to water for
some of the neediest people on the
planet.

The work of Wine to Water in places
like Sudan and Cambodia has already
brought clean water to more than
25,000 people. Today, Doc’s entrepre-
neurial spirit and dedication are help-
ing to tap sustainable sources of clean
water for communities beyond the
reach of many traditional aid organiza-
tions.

Doc Hendley is setting a compelling
example of the value of hard work and
a vision to help others. He’s taken a
commonplace object and used it to mo-
bilize communities in America to help
suffering communities around the
world.

He is truly an exceptional North Car-
olinian, and I want to praise him for
his dedication to serving needy and suf-
fering people. He has taken personal
risks to do the hard work of providing
water and clean water education in far-
flung locations around the globe.

Thank you, Doc and all those who
work with Wine to Water, for your in-
spiring example during these difficult
times.
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THE UPCOMING ENERGY
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, by the end of this year, we hope to
pass a comprehensive energy bill which
will help this country move forward on
clean, renewable, American energy,
and certainly, will help fuel our eco-
nomic recovery.

As co-Chair of the New Democratic
Coalition on Energy, I believe now is
the time for a robust, market-based ap-
proach to approach our Nation’s energy
needs. We have to pass legislation that
will make smart investments in alter-
native energy, and I think every Amer-
ican understands the common sense be-
hind that. These are the Kkinds of
things that will make us more viable
and competitive, not only here in the
United States but abroad, for our
American companies.

It’s also clear, as we know as we get
into this energy debate, this is about
our national security; the fact that we
continue to import 60-plus percent of
our oil from countries outside the
United States, many of which, particu-
larly in the Middle East, are not our
friends and are funding our enemies.

We also know it’s about, as I said, job
creation, and it’s also about good envi-
ronmental policy.

Now, you’ve heard a lot about this
energy bill so far. You may continue to
hear a lot about it, and you hear stud-
ies on one side that say we’re going to
lose jobs; the other side saying we’re
going to create jobs. But I think
there’s quite a remarkable thing that’s
going on right now as I've worked on
this with many other Members, on
both the Democrat and Republican
side.

There’s a coalition of people out
there, interested groups, that have
come together and said we support the
energy bill that is currently being pre-
sented by Congress. And I just want to
name some of the companies and some
of the groups because it just doesn’t
sound like the normal groups that
would come together: BP, big oil com-
pany; Dow Chemical; ConocoPhillips,
General Electric. You’ve got the entire
labor union movement supporting this.
You’ve got the League of Conservation
Voters and the Sierra Club.

Now, I know not everyone’s familiar
with every one of these organizations,
but suffice it to say, you have got some
very large corporate businesses that
have their view of the world and cer-
tainly the necessity to having an effi-
cient energy policy. You've got some
environmental groups that have come
together and said, you know, we like
this, this makes some sense to us. And
you’ve got labor which doesn’t always
necessarily but sometimes agrees with
the other two groups.

So what I like to think when I hear
a study from this organization, some-
times I've heard of that organization,
sometimes I haven’t, and you have got
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another group that comes and says the
opposite, I like to think of common
sense when it comes to coming to-
gether and putting together logical and
efficient legislation.

The fact that these three sort of dis-
parate groups have come together and
said, yeah, we support this, I think
something is going on here that we
should take a close look at and cer-
tainly consider in supporting.

I want to talk specifically about the
jobs that will be created by this be-
cause I had a very unique conversation
with the president of the largest utility
company from Florida where I'm from.
He was telling me they’re building the
largest solar plant in the world in Flor-
ida. Now, we like to call ourselves The
Sunshine State, so we think that’s a
good place for it, but there are already
a lot of solar plants in other parts of
the world.

But they’re building this in Florida,
and what he told me was they were
very unhappy about the fact that when
they’re building this huge plant, hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, they’re
going to have to import the mirrors—
that’s the components to build the
solar plant—from Germany. I said,
Why is that? And he said, Well, we
don’t build them in the United States.
There aren’t the kind of incentives for
businesses to do that here; but if you
did build them in Florida or Georgia or
California or Ohio, we would buy them
here because they would be far less ex-
pensive. Just the shipping costs over-
seas of this very fragile equipment adds
such an expensive piece to the equa-
tion.

That, to me, strikes at the heart of
this whole point. Why aren’t we doing
everything we can to create these
kinds of jobs in the United States and
creating the incentives? Well, the good
news is the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act, which we passed—
that’s the recovery bill—a few months
ago has the kind of tax incentives and
many of the components to begin to
encourage this type of industry for cre-
ating jobs in the United States. I want
these jobs to be in Florida or other
parts of the United States because
they’re good quality jobs and will sup-
port a good industry.

Another area which I think we talked
about, you know, nationally is wind
power. A big part of what’s going on
around the world right now, a lot of
that is built overseas, but here’s an-
other good example. A typical wind
turbine has 8,000 parts and is made of
250 tons of steel. Americans make
steel. We fabricate. We assemble. We
can deliver that to a wind farm in the
United States at far less of a cost than
if it was done overseas. And guess
what, you can’t outsource the labor or
the people that put these things to-
gether and install them. You can’t do
it from overseas. So, again, an idea
whose time has come.

The great thing about this energy
bill is this is the kind of forward-think-
ing that will create the next genera-
tion of jobs, whether it’s wind or wave
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